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WATER CORPORATION–ELECTRICAL TRADES UNION BARGAINING AGREEMENT — 
GOVERNMENT WAGES POLICY 

382. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Premier: 

Much more calmly, I refer to the Electrical Trades Union’s support worth $277 000 for WA Labor during the last 
election, and the current bargaining agreement between the ETU and Water Corporation which, in addition to the 
government’s wage policy’s $1 000 maximum, includes a two per cent superannuation contribution paid by 
Water Corporation and funded by Western Australian families through higher water charges—including, I might 
say, for people in the electorate of Darling Range. Is the Premier aware that Water Corporation approved 
a remuneration agreement with the unions that vastly exceeded his $1 000 wages policy? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Yesterday or the day before I heard the member sitting next to the member for Cottesloe, the very affable member 
for Kalgoorlie, attacking the government’s wages policy. Does the member remember that? He asked me 
a question and attacked it, saying that it was unfair. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No, he didn’t. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes, he did. Now we have the member for Cottesloe saying the contrary to the member for 
Kalgoorlie. Can the opposition get some consistency, please, in its questioning? 

With regard to the ETU, I have no idea what donations it may or may not have made. The member can allege that, 
but it may well be that what he is suggesting is incorrect. In relation to the wages policy, as I was very clear about 
when we released it, it applies to the general government sector. I said that numerous times. The member should 
go and read what I released; it applies to the general government sector. Whatever the Water Corporation has done 
separately—bearing in mind that it is a government trading enterprise—is not something that I particularly control 
or that I said was our policy prior to the state election, when I released the policy. On a whole range of fronts, the 
member’s question is based on inaccuracies. 
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